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On the Ground in Wavel!

Our volunteers landed
safely in Beirut starting
with Heather, our Field
coordinator in mid - June,
with Kristy and Chi Doan
hot on her heels at the
beginning of July. All
have settled into their
apartment in Wavel
Camp, located in Baalbek,
situated in the Beqaa Val-
ley, 2 hours east of Beirut.
After a few weeks of ad-
justment, meetings and
reconnecting, our volun-
teers have all started
teaching and participating
in Summer Programs run
by our partner organiza-
tions.

Heather is teaching at the
UNRWA (United Nation
Relief and Works Agency
for Palestinian Refugees
in the Near East) school;
this year, UNRWA has
rolled out a new program
called the Summer Learn-
ing Program. Using feed-
back from students and
their regular teachers, the
Summer Learning Pro-
gram was developed for
students who were strug-
gling in regular academic
work; Heather's classes
are attended by children in
grades 4 - 9 and focus on
grammar with the curricu-
lum designed to assist
these students in complet-
ing the next school year

successfully. In Lebanon,
access to education is
limited for Palestinians.
Passing various important
milestone exams, such as
the Brevet, is vital if a
student wishes to con-
tinue on to high school,
let alone university.

Kristy is working at Beit
Atfal Assumoud; her stu-
dents are slightly younger
and her classes are less
formal, combining,
among other things,
physical activities and
field trips. She is also
involved in a remedial
education program for
students starting Grade 1
this fall. Their focus is the
alphabet and basic read-
ing. Chi Doan is teaching
at Association Najdeh;
these sessions are at-
tended by the youngest
children and are made up
of crafts, games and other
age appropriate activities
designed to help the stu-
dents practice basic spo-
ken English and of
course, have fun!

So far, 6 weeks into the
program, reports from
both our volunteers and
our partner associations
are positive! Classes and
sessions are going
smoothly and the very
active kids in Wavel are

keeping the volunteers on
their toes. With Ramadan
underway, we will have to
adjust what sort of activi-
ties will be offered during
the month - long holiday,
but our volunteers are
looking forward to partici-
pating and helping out in
any way they can. Heather
and Chi Doan will be stay-
ing on after Ramadan for
several months, as their
placements are 5 months
long; Kristy will be com-
ing back to Canada at the
beginning of September, a
few weeks after the end of
Ramadan.

As always, our volunteers
are working on CEPAL's
annual "Special Project;"
something created by the
volunteers using creative
input and contributions
from their students and
coworkers. More updates
and progress on our Spe-
cial Project in our next
issue!

Links to CEPAL and
our partners!

www.cepal.ca
info@cepal.ca

wWww.unrwa.org

WWW.association-
najdeh.org
www.socialcare.org
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Notes from Wavel - by Heather McGuffin

I had been in Lebanon for less than a
day when someone said to me,
"You'll have to choose a team, you
know. Everyone's going to ask you
about it." This was absolutely true,
as it turned out. I had arrived in mid-
June for five months of living and
working in a Palestinian refugee
camp, and much to my surprise, eve-
ryone was seized with World Cup
fever. This was hardly what I had
expected

What I had expected was what I saw
at Bourj el Barajneh camp in Beirut,
where I stayed during my first
week. The crowded Palestinian camp
was a labyrinth of tight little alleys,
the housing was stacked high (often
looking quite precarious), electrical
wires crisscrossed and tangled to-
gether in the air wherever you
looked, and young children tried to
make the best of it, attempting to play
in the narrow, airless, sun-deprived
passageways. It was the picture of an
underserved population.

It seemed odd at first to see flags for
different World Cup soccer teams
flying everywhere throughout the
camp - flags from Germany, Italy,
Argentina, and yes, Brazil, the crowd
favourite. Although I'm not much of
a sports fan, I quickly became grate-

—_—

World Cup fever hits Wavel!

ful for the World Cup as I started to
meet some of the Palestinians. As a
newcomer, it was a topic of conversa-
tion that never let me down, whatever
our cultural differences. Everyone,
from children to grandmothers, was
engaged in it. I soon joined the Bra-
zil supporters.

As woman, I wasn't free to watch
soccer games in public places, enjoy-
ing the shared energy and rowdy en-
thusiasm of the crowds of specta-
tors. Instead, I saw a few games in
the homes of Palestinian families,
who welcomed me warmly and gen-
erously as a new friend. During a
commercial break, the adolescent son
of one of my hosts turned to me and
said, "In four years, it will be a Pales-
tinian team that wins." He punctu-
ated his comment with a wink, and

Day of Solidarity - November 29th 2010

the wink said a lot. This bright
youth knew he'd made a far-fetched
statement, but it spoke of his aspira-
tions for his people.

For a while I was baffled by the
teams the Palestinians rooted for in
the games. I'd expected them to
cheer for the underdogs, but instead
they were clapping and shouting for
the most powerful teams. I came to
wonder whether their heart-felt sup-
port for the best teams was a way of
honouring their own strength and
abilities, in a time when so many
feel diminished and forgotten by
the rest of the world.

Lying in bed one night in the
camp, trying to get to sleep while a
World Cup game played on, I was
able to keep score by the sounds that
rose up in the dark with each
goal. Shouts, honking horns, fire-
works, and perhaps even some cele-
bratory gunfire marked each trium-
phant moment of a team that was
worlds away. "Yes, we are here," the
Palestinians seemed to declare into
the night. "Even here, in this camp,
we are one of you and with you."

Heather McGuffin is currently on
the ground in
2010 Field Coordinator

As many of you probably know,
the internationally recognized Day of
Solidarity occurs each year on No-
vember 29", the anniversary of
United Nations Resolution 181,
which partitioned Palestine and re-
sulted in the expulsion of thousands
of Palestinians from their land and
homes.

Each year, CEPAL holds an event on
November 29" reinforcing our soli-
darity with Palestinians, not just in
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Lebanon, but all over the world.

In the past, Day of Solidarity pro-
gramming coordinated by CEPAL
has included lectures, events on Par-
liament Hill and fundraising din-
ners. We are in the early planning and
"idea" stage for this year's event and
we need your help! If you have an
idea for an event, performance or
possible speaker, or if you would just
like to help out during the event,

please contact us at info(@cepal.ca.
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Call for Volunteers: CEPAL needs Youl!

CEPAL is always looking for more We've also got two small
volunteers all year round. Volunteer- housekeeping announcements

ing can include helping out at events, il
fundraising, office assistance and be-

coming a member of our volunteer 1) CEPAL is planning to
Board of Directors! We currently move!

have several positions open on our Due to rising rent costs and the
board and applications are ongoing. opportunity to partner with To-
Please contact us using the email ronto-based Project Hope, we
above with any questions. We look are moving our office from Ot-
forward to hearing from you! tawa to Toronto. When the date

and new location is finalized,

" ' . UNRWA Students in Shatila camp,
| understood that CEPAL had a we'll let everyone know, until then, 2009. Photo taken by students.

dual purpose of improving the lives our Ottawa address remains un-
of Palestinians through education changed.

and also educating Canadians back Photos on Front Cover: Posing in
home. | don't think that | fully un- . front of Graffiti, taken by students
derstood the impact of our presence?) Have you also received a paper at WHO. Boy in Cat Mask at

in the camp until | came hereEve- newsletter in the mail? WHO.

ryone talks very fondly about the CEPAL is attempting to reach all of

previous volunteers. think when |  our members electronically so that '

have difficult days teaching, | have everyone can receive our most current 1 hanks for reading!

to remind myself how much it meansnews updateg Eliminating our paper We hope to hear from you soon!
to everyone that we came herét  newsletter will also reduce our ad-

has definitely made me more dedi-ministration costs, meaning more Sincerely,
cated to helping CEPAL when | re- funding will go directly to our pro- CEPAL 2010 Board of Directors
turn in any capacity necessary. " grams! Please subscribe to receive

% i Natalie Zeitoun, President
- Kristy Pagnutti, 2010 Wavel \?v vl?/ \IIDV A I(; glmzleleter bcy gomgaton d | .
Camp Volunteer, Midterm Report : b : Wehdg Chlfn] (ﬁegseasq’fa)%faﬁl Hif |

our Mailing List.o ma i us
know if youdre r eldzLpopes Gogmupicgtiong Diy o -
sions, wedll take you of the print
( ' | l: I )A Canadian-Palestinian
Educational Exchange

323 Chapel St CEPAL is managed by a volunteer board of directors and relies

3rd FlIr Ottawa. ON KIN 772 on the generous contribution of individuals. There are many

’ ways that you can donate to CEPAL. You can mail donations

www.cepal.ca/info@cepal.ca to our office (Tax receipts will be issued for donations $25 and

over) or donate online and receive an instant tax receipt, please
visit www.cepal.ca

All contributions are greatly appreciated and en-
sure the delivery of this valuable educational
program!

Assisting Palestinian refugees in
the pursuit of their basic human
rights by increasing their access
to education and by raising public
awareness in Canada about their
struggle.
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